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minimum of two times per year – once in the fall, and once in the spring. Parks are chosen on a 
first-come, first-served basis.  Parks may have more than one community sponsor.  Park 
adoptions may be renewed indefinitely.  Organizational assistance is available through the Office 
of Sustainability. 

Clean up may only take place during regular park hours and seasons of operation. City of Erie 
Department of Sustainability Coordinator should be notified one week prior to a scheduled clean 
up.  Please call at least three weeks in advance for larger public area cleanups that may require a 
temporary dumpster. 
 
Safety 
 
All clean up participants and sponsors should sign the Waiver of Liability and Photo Release 
Form prior to assisting in the clean up operations.  Participants under age 18 must have a parental 
consent form before assisting in the clean up.   
 
Participants in the clean up should behave in a safe and responsible fashion while participating in 
the Adopt-A-Park program, and be respectful of the parks regular visitors, maintenance crew, 
and wildlife.  Areas of intensive clean up may be required to be roped off to limit visitors from 
entering areas undergoing clean up.  Participants should wear the proper safety equipment while 
working on parks properties.  Suggested equipment includes:  long sleeve shirts, long pants, 
closed toe shoes, gloves, hats, sunscreen, and insect protection. 
 
A first aid kit should be made available by the sponsoring group on site during the clean up.  In 
case of emergency, participants should notify 911.  Clean up will be postponed or stopped 
immediately if rain, lightning, or heavy winds are present. At no time should litter be removed 
directly from paved roadways, beyond the curb, or on bridges for the safety of volunteers.  A 
clean up report must be filed with the Office of Sustainability two weeks after the clean up.  A 
list of participants and tasks should be created for the clean up report. 
 
If safety vests, safety cones, gloves or other supplies are required for your Clean Up!, please feel 
free to contact the Department of Public Works, Office of Sustainability at (814) 870-1255.   
 
Trash 
 
Trash bags for clean up may be provided by the City of Erie.  They may be picked up at the 
Office of Sustainability, Room 507 of City Hall. Any unused trash bags must be returned to 507 
City Hall by the week after the clean up.  Bagged litter from the clean up should be neatly 
collected into an area of the park accessible to Public Works Maintenance Vehicles.  Recyclables 
should be clearly labeled and stacked separately from the bagged litter.  Scheduling of bagged 
litter and debris removal or delivery and pickup of waste dumpsters is based on availability of 
staff and equipment from the Adopt-A-Park Program and partnering agencies, and may be 
subject to change without notice. 

 
Paint and other materials may be provided by the Department of Public Works, Property & Parks 
for approved projects.  All projects must be approved by the Office of Sustainability prior to 
beginning work.  



City of Erie Adopt-A-Park Program  7 
  
Program Plan 

 
If bags or other supplies are required at any time, or for questions about the program, please feel 
free to contact the Department of Public Works, Property & Parks, Office of Sustainability at 
(814) 870-1255. 
 
Signs 
 
Once a park has been adopted, a sign will be placed identifying the sponsors, businesses, groups or 
organizations involved in the program at that park.  Identification of the park’s adoptive sponsors will 
also be placed on the City’s website as a volunteer member of the program.  Upon completion of a 
year in the program, a letter of appreciation will be sent to the sponsoring agencies. 

Activity Suggestions 
 
When scheduling a Clean Up! 
 

□ Remove Litter 
□ Remove Weeds 
□ Prune Shrubs/Small Trees 
□ Remove Invasive Plants (CONSULT WITH SUSTAINABILITY 

COORDINATOR BEFORE STARTING AN INVASIVE PLANT REMOVAL 
PROJECT) 

□ Paint Structures 
□ Paint over graffiti 
□ Repair Benches/Picnic Tables/Garbage Cans/Structures 
□ Refresh Mulch 
□ Plant Flowers/Shrubs/Trees 
□ Install Park Amenities (AS APPROVED BY DEPT. OF PARKS) 
□ Trail/Path Maintenance (trail markers, rake, mulch)  
□ Trail/Path Repair (Erosion control, trail markers, rock removal, trail head signage) 

 
Clean Up!  Request 
 
The week before the clean up, please pick up your Clean-Up! packet and any refuse bags at the 
Office of Sustainability, 626 State Street, Room 507.  Please let us know if additional bags are 
necessary for the weekly/monthly clean ups.  The City of Erie will provide refuse collection after 
the clean-up event. 
 
Volunteer groups may select a theme or special event as a focus for their Clean Up! activity. 
Some suggestions are included below.   
 

 Plant a Flower Day  (March 12) 
 Take a Walk in the Park Day (March 30) 
 Lawn and Garden Month   (April) 
 Garden Week   (2nd Week of April) 
 Week of the Day of Action   (3rd Week of April)  
 International Earth Day  (April 22) 
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Waiver of Liability 
 
Park Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
Park Address:  __________________________________________________________ 
Park Sponsor:  __________________________________________________________ 
 
Sponsors and all participants in the City of Erie Adopt-A-Park Program agree to hold the 
City of Erie harmless for any actions undertaken by the volunteers on park or other 
City/County owned land when participating in the program.  
 
The signature of the sponsor and Participant(s) on this form indicates agreement to waive 
liability to the City of Erie. 
 
Date:  ____________________________ 
 
__________________________________     ___________________________________ 

__________________________________     ___________________________________ 

__________________________________     ___________________________________ 

__________________________________     ___________________________________ 

__________________________________     ___________________________________ 

__________________________________     ___________________________________ 

__________________________________     ___________________________________ 

__________________________________     ___________________________________ 

__________________________________     ___________________________________ 

__________________________________     ___________________________________ 

 
For Department of Public Works, Property & Parks Use Only 

 
 
 
Signature:  __________________________________     Date:  ___________________  

       Sarah Galloway, Sustainability Coordinator 
 
 
Signature:  __________________________________     Date:  ___________________    

       Bruce Dougherty, Bureau Chief of Parks 
City of Erie Adopt-A-Park Program 
Waiver of Liability 
Name of Park 
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Photo/Media Release Waiver 
 
Park Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
Park Address:  __________________________________________________________ 
Park Sponsor:  __________________________________________________________ 
 
We the undersigned hereby consent to the use of my/our photograph/video image/digital 
image in any website, brochure, publication, video produced by the City of Erie. I/We 
understand that this is on a voluntary basis and I/We will not be compensated for the use 
of my/our image. 
 
Thank you to all volunteers and sponsors for participating in the Adopt-A-Park program! 

 
Keep Erie Beautiful! 

 
Date of Clean Up!:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________     ___________________________________ 
Name    Date  Address    
__________________________________     ___________________________________ 
Name    Date  Address    
__________________________________     ___________________________________ 
Name    Date  Address    
__________________________________     ___________________________________ 
Name    Date  Address    
__________________________________     ___________________________________ 
Name    Date  Address    
__________________________________     ___________________________________ 
Name    Date  Address    
__________________________________     ___________________________________ 
Name    Date  Address    
__________________________________     ___________________________________ 
Name    Date  Address    
__________________________________     ___________________________________ 
Name    Date  Address    
__________________________________     ___________________________________ 
Name    Date  Address    
 

For Department of Public Works, Property & Parks Use Only 
 
 
Signature:  __________________________________     Date:  ___________________  

       Sarah Galloway, Sustainability Coordinator 
 
Signature:  __________________________________     Date:  ___________________    

       Bruce Dougherty, Bureau Chief of Parks  
City of Erie Adopt-A-Park Program 
Photo/Media Release Waiver 
Name of Park 










